Single crystal X-ray analysis of the title compound, synthesized in the course of synthetic studies on taxinine (a congener of taxane diterpenes), has been performed to elucidate the relative stereochemistry at C(1), C(2), C(3), and C(8) atoms. The process of synthesis is shown in Fig, 1 . Three isomers (76:17:7 in molar ratio) were obtained by the reaction of racemic aldehyde 1 and titanium enolate 2 in 46% yield. The acetal of the main product of these isomers 3 was replaced with triisopropylsilyl group (TIPS), and the crystal 4 was used for structure determination. Crystal and experimental data are listed in Table 1 . The crystal decayed during the measurement. The intensity of 3 standard reflections measured every 100 reflections were decreased to 0.72 of the initial values. The decay correction was Fig. 1 Reaction process toward taxinine. therefore applied. Hydrogen atoms were located by geometric calculations but the atom bonded to 0(3) was not included. The final fractional coordinates and equivalent isotropic temperature factors are given in Table 2 . The molecular structure is shown in Fig. 2 . C(10) is not allocated to follow the standard numbering of taxinine. The analysis has revealed the relative stereochemistry to be C1R*, C2S*, C3R*, and C8R*. Only the relative stereochemistry of C(2) atom is opposite to that in the natural taxinine. Taxinine (5 in Fig. 1 ) will be obtained by the combination of the aldol coupling reaction and the intramolecular cyclization. Table 2 Positional  and equivalent  isotropic  thermal  parameters  for non-hydrogen  atoms 
